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Canal Contractor Steveuns, Superin-
tendent of Publiec Works?

We suppése that the appearance of
Mr. I, C. STEVENS at the hook end of the
fishing line baited with Mr. W. J. OLIVER'S
limited option on the Panama Canal con-
tract will be followed promptly by the
announcement of Mr. STEVENS'S resigna-
tion as Superintendent of Public Worka
in Governor HUGHES'S State Adminis-
tmtion.

In this supposition there is no reflec-
tion upon the integrity of Mr. STEVENS'S
purposes, either as a State official charged
with the supervision of the contract
work upon the Erie Canal or as a Federal
canal contractor, himself under super-
vision at Panama. We doubt, however,
Mr. STEVENS'S ability to reconcile per-
fectly two functions which seem incom-
patible; or which, at least, must seem
not altogether compatible to the severe
taste of so rigid a public moralist as
Governor HUGHES.

It is not necessary to be very specific.
The dual capacity and its inverted rela-
tions would involve not only an un-
fortunate division of personal energies,
but also certain delicate considerations
of political influence.

the name of Hanks is held responsible,
and there is a lingering tradition to the
effect that this work deals largely with
moving accidents by flood and field;
presumably with the deadly shock and
impact of bobcats, bears and other
homicidal monsters known to nursery
tales and dime novel romance. Senator
HALE himself, we fancy, has this book
upon his shelves and has derived great
pleasure and instruction from its bind-
ing. In such illustrious realms some
Hanks or other moves with identity
unveiled to the slow music of applause
and interest, It is even hinted that his
warrior soul, as illumined by his literary
flame, may have commended him to the
greatest of all Nimrods, philosophers
and statesmen, and so led on to official
eminence and perquisite.

These great questions, however, must
be left to the industrious evolution of
inquiry. An indispensable precedent to
any confiden® summary must be a com-
plete identification of HANKS and a de-
tailed statement of his relation to the
Interstate Commerce Commission. When
we know exactly how and on what terms
HANES was commissioned to discipline
the corporations and from what source
he dertved his authority and pay, it will
be easier to account for him as a dictator
of railway regulation and a disseminator
of Uncle Sam’s “good money.”

We Seem to Have Enough An_nbnsaa-
dors.

Not long ago, when a telegram from
Santiago announced that one chamber
of the Chilean Congress had approved
a bill authorizing the appointment of
an Ambassador to the United States, we
pointed out that if it became a law Presi-
dent ROOSEVELT would be subjected to
the alternative of refusing or agreeing
to appoint an envoy of the same rank to
Chile. If he refused, he would seem
Invidiously to discriminate against an
esteemed South American common-
wealth, while if he made a reciprocal
appointment he e¢ould not consistently
avoid according a like recognition, un-
der similar circumstances, to every other
republic in South or Central America,
no matter how insignificant it might be,

The substitution of the common sense
method of building the Panama Canal
which the Spooner act contemplated and
permits—the employment of the En-
gineer Corps of the United States Army
~—would leave the Hon. F. C. STEVENS
free to devote his entire time and talents
to the task for which he was selected
by Governor HUGHES.

The further prosecution of canal work
in this State should be clear both of the
taint of former scandals and of the pos-
sibility of future misconceptions.

The Prisoner on the Rock.

At last a hope of rescue cheers the
wounded heart of the Prisoner on the
Rock. It is proposed to hold mass meet-
ings in various parts of the Jerseys in
order that the voice of the people may
be heard, hurrahing and crying for the
reelection of Glorious JOHN DRYDEN.

If the agents are set to work, if the
undertakers do their duty to their bene-
factor, if sufficient inducements to at-
tend are offered to the people, can there
be any doubt that the “masses” will mass,
that the industrial “classes” will be
aroused, especially if free trolley service
fs furnished?

It is unpleasant to speak of money in
connection with the liberation of a saintly
soul, but ransom is ransom. The cap-
“tive's chains cannot be snapped without
it. The people will not rise even for
Glorious JoRN without car fare, inciden-
tale, sundries, contingent expenses and a
premium.

With due activity on the part of the
agents and the funeral directors mass
meetings can v, arranged. No hall is
large enough to hold the grateful sub-
jects of the Public Service. The first
Dryden mass meeting will be held on
Newark Bay, ice permitting.

'  M™Much Needed Light on Hanks.

It is to be feared that the Interstate
Commerce Commission may not reply
ns rully and satisfactorily to the Culber-
son resolution as could be wished. This
is not to suggest unwillingness on their
part, but simple inability, and the sug-
gostion is prompted by what seems to
be a prevalent ignorance in Washington.
When the Texas Senator proposed the
fnquiry as to the identity of HANKS, the
source of HANKS'S authority and the
fountain of HANKS'S emolument, it at
once became apparent that such veteran
Republican leaders as ALLISON, HALE
and ALpricH had never heard of him
before and were genuinely perplexed by
his public announcement in Boston to
the effect that he had been spending
many thousands of dollars of Uncle
SAM'8 “good money” in an official ca-
pacity. We may therefore ascribe to a
very natural astonishment and anxiety
the unprecedented despatch with which
the Culberson resolution was adopted
and at once communicated to the Inter-
state Commerce Commission for imme-
diate consideration and reply.

But there is reason to apprehend that
Chairman Kxapp and his fellow commis-
sioners know little if anything more about
HANKS, at least in his capacity as a regu-
lator of railroads And an absorber of
I'ncle SAM’s “good money,” than do the
Senators we have named. It does not
appear that they ever applied to the
President for permission to get HANKS
to show them how to attend to their own
business, nor can we trace to that body
any competent warrant for the expen-
diture of those thousands which HANKS
says he has expended in devising a plan
for that 10 per cent. horizontal reduction
of the railways’ income. On the surface
it woui appear thet HANKS was injected
énto the Interstate Commerce Commis-
pion without the knowledge or connive
ance of the commissioners themselves,
and that the country must look else-
where for an explanation.

In social, college and literary circles
HANRS is no mystery at all. We are
told that he is a “Harvard man,” what-
over that may mean ; that he is a reformer,
a traveller, a hunter of “big game” and
a constructor of books. 1In the libraries
of many easygoing citigens there is a
work entitled “Camp and Kit,” or some-
thing of that sort, for which a person of |
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It appears that a committee of the Sen-
| ate takes a similar view of the matter,
for the Diplomatic and Consular Appro-
priation bill, reported on January 28 by
Senator HALE, repeals the law of 1803,
which allowed the President in his dis-
cretion to raise our Ministers to the rank
of Ambassadors in return for similar
courtesies,

This provision of the bill reported
ought to be adopted. The first para-
graph of the act of March 1, 1893, pro=
vides that whenever the President shall
be advised-that any foreign Government
| is or is about to be represented in the
United States by an Ambassador he is
authorized in his discretion to direct that
the representative of the United States
to that Government shall bear the same
designation, although a following clause
adds that the provision shall in no wise
affect the duties, powers or salary of the
representative. Ex-Secretarv of State
JouaN W. FosTER, in his “Practice of
Diplomacy,” has directed attention to the
fact that this legislation, unprecedented
in American history, was inserted as a
clause in a regular appropriation bill,
and was passed by both houses without
eliciting a word of discussion or com-
ment. The conviction is expressed by
the ex-Secretary that had it been known
at the time that the paragraph in ques-
tion would change a practice of the
Federal Government which had been
followed for a hundred years it would
scarcely have secured the approval of
Congress,

We have seen that the act of 1803 ex-
pressly provided that the bestowal of the
title of Ambassador on a representative
of the United States should in no wise
affect his duties, powers or salary. It
would seem to follow that if any Ameri-
can Ambassador to a foreign court has
asserted a right of precedence over mere
Ministers and Chargés d’Affaires, or has
insisted upon the right to have personal
interviews with the sovereigns, he has
acted erfra vircs, has arrogatod powers
which as Minister he would not possess.
It goes without saying that our domestic
legislation would not affect Ambassadors
of foreign Powers to the United States,
and as a matter of fact all or most of
them have received increased salaries
and all of them have asserted a might of
precedence over every American official
except the President himself, a right
which was conceded by Secretary Hay,
so far as he personally was concerned,
but which was firmly denied by Vice-
President HoBART, and has been dis-
puted by the Justices of the Supreme
Court.

The truth, of course, is that the right of
personal audience with the sovereign,
which has been claimed for Ambas-
sadors, may still be of importance in
the case of an autocratic ruler like the
Sultan of Turkey, but has ceased to
have any value in the case of countries
possessing * the parliamentary type of
government. Prince BISMARCK, when
Chancellor, declared that no Ambassador
had a right to demand a personal inter-
view with the sovereign, and there is no
doubt that the constitutional govern-
ment of west European monarchies
compels Ambasasadors to treat with the
Minister for Foreign Affairs. Nor would
the privilege of access to the person
of the sovereign in such countries be of
any particular advantage, because the
verbal statementa of a monarch would
not be State acts. Formal and binding
international negotiations can be con-
ducted only through the head of
'tho Foreign Office. In the case of the
United States, Professor JOHN BASSETT
MooRre has pointed out that although
we have a Presidential instead of the
parliamentary type of Government the
White House is not an office of record,
the custodian of the diplomatic archives
being the Secretary of State, who is the
legal organ and adviser of the President
in foreign affairs,

It is doubtful if, outside of Turkey,
we have gained anything by the substi-
tution of Ambassadors for Ministers,

jected to much annoyance by the claim
of foreign Ambassadors to precedence
over every Federal official except the
highest, That is not all. The Presi-
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| conditlons now outgrown.

and it is certain that we have been sub- '
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dent having, in the exercise of the dis-
cretion conferred upon him by law,
appointed Ambassadors to Brazil and
Mexico, it will bé, as we have said, diffi-
cult if not impracticable for him, without
drawing offensive distinctions, to decline
to appoint envoys of the same grade to
Chile and Argentina. If he does that,
however, where can hestop? How could
he withhold a similar reciprocal cour-
tesy if Montenegro or Haytishould choose
to send us an Ambassador?

All class distinctions and privileges

should be abolished in the diplomalic'

body, and a single grade should be
established in all the capitals of the
world. '

The Bench and Public Opinion.

A certain impatience with the bench
for flying in the face of public opinion
is increasingly manifest. The displeas-
ure of public opinion is not visited upon
the legislator or the law but upon the in-
terpreter of the law. It is assumed that
the law is desirable, adequate and auto-
matic, the lawmaker being wise, patriotic
and responsive to public opinion.

It is the Judge who is condemned,
either because his motives are under
suspicion, his capacity is questioned or
his sympathy with the enemies of reform
is presumed. Federal Judges particu-
larly are under a, cloud, owing to an
illustrious example of dissatisfaction
openly, almost passionately, proclaimed.
Public opinion was quick to follow the
lead of its champion and disapproval of
the bench spread like an infection. All
unwelcome decigions were at once chal-
lenged as unsound. Their ethical im-
propriety was self-evident and the
amazing thing was that the Judges had
not considered public opinion in writing
their opinions. What was to be done to
protect the community and save the
State from judicial interpretation so
obviously revolutionary? A well known
teacher of ethics in a Sunday discourse
fndicated how our Judges were to be
reclaimed, as follows:

“Public opinlon must awaken to a greater strength
and activity. Why, just recently we heard of a
Judge ruling that a law prohibiting night labor for
women was unconstigutional. Certainly In this
day none of us wants anything ke this, none of
us belleves this to be right.
fofiitrate Itself into the minds of the Judges. They
are ordinarily men llke others, full of prejudices,
of ideas and thoughts fitted t» the problems and
tenets of a distant day, of theorles developed from
Let us wake up and
bring the wholesome Influence of public opinion to
bear on them. Thelr judgments can and must be
moulded by the wishes of the people.”

The ‘common and statute law, prece-
dent and the philosophy of the law are
no longer to be followed blindly under
the new dispensation. 'Lawmakers are
fallible and their work imperfect. To
be sure he is right a wise Judge must
consult public opinion, let it infiltrate
through him and then write his opin-
ions in a white heat.

Pay of Women Teachers,

Women employed by the Department
of Education as principals of elementary
schools, assistant principals in element-
ary, high and trainin£ schools, grade

| teachers in elementary schools, assistant

teachers in high and training schools,
junior teachers in high schools, library
assistants in training schools, special
teachers of music, drawing and physical
training and teachers of other special

subjects are paid less for their services |
| than men doing the same kind of work.

The discrimination against women is not
based on the theory that they are worth
less than men, for in some places there
is no attempt to pay them less than the
men get. Thus women superintendents,
principals of high, training and truant
schools, those employed in evening and
vacation schools, at recreation centres
and model teachers at training schools
have the same salaries that men in these
positions have. The only explanation of
the lower compensation for gome women
is in the cheapness of female labor,

A sample of the difference in pay for
the same work is shown in this table, pre-
pared by the Interborough Association
of Women Teachers:

Year. Women, Men,

2000
1,320
1,545
2,160

080
Thirteenthy. .....covvsansvnnrsrianns 1,080

The annual increase in men's salaries
is $105, in women's $40. It is difficult to
see by what system these figures were
obtained. The woman teacher’s in-
crease is one-fifteenth of her first salary.
The man's is between one-eighth and
one-ninth. The regulation governing
this appears to be entirely arbitrary and
unscientific,

Tributes to Perfection,

After a prayerful and, let us humbly
hope, a conscientious and intelligent
analysis, we feel bound to say that of
the two eulogies passed upon President
Roosgverr last Friday in Washington
the tribute of the Italian Ambassador is
more heavily charged with novelty and
fervor than that of Sefior Don IgNACIO
CALDERON, the Minister from Bolivia,
This is not to disparage the evidently
earnest effort of Seflor CALDERON, who
did great things with Mr. RoosEvELT'S
“high spirit of justice” and his disposi-
tion to maintain “the square deal in
international relations.” On the con-
trary, we expedite our grateful acknowl-
edgment of the tact and ingenuity which
enabled Sefior CALDERON to manipulate
such reverend and ancient metaphors
without losing asingle grain of sawdust.

But the rhapsody of his Excellency
the Signor MAYOR DES PL.\svnpn, Am-
bussador as aforesaid, goes far wide of
the conventional and somewhat over-
trodden path. Unbridled and with bil-
lowing mane it gallops wild in trackless
fields beflowered belly deep with orig-
inality in its most seductive and poetio
forms. No stereotyped, -electroplated
mottoes such as “the square deal” and
“the strenuous life” for this favorite
child of sunny Italy—the land of melody
and grace and -opalescent sunsets!
Signor DES PLANCHES soared like a sky-
lark into the pulsating empyrean and
captured in the central blue the long
sought but hitherto evasive resemblance
between THEODORE ROOSEVELT and
DANTE ALIGHIERI, now deceased.

“Both,” said the Jtalian Ambassador,
returning to earth with his quarry
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Publle opinlon must |

held in potent hands, “both were men of
great strength of character and endowed
with remarkable power of self-restraint.”

Whereupon the members of the Wash-
ington Comitata of the Dante Alighieri
Society broke into tempestuous applause,
as might have been expected. The idea
was new, no doubt, but all the more
welcome on that account, The whole
world is praying for novelty. It is
weary of familiar aphorisms as of worn-
out methods and ideals. And when the
Signor MAYOR DES PLANCHES rose upon
a wing of inspiration and reminded his
| audience of the never before thought of
identity of the Hon. THEODORE ROOSE-
vELr with the crowned and laurelled
DANTE ALIGHIERI, what more natural
than that they should rival Vesuvius in
the matter of violent eruption?

_Of course the Ambassador did not
refer to merely obvious and superficial
concordances, Shall we be asked to find
a resemblance between the long, cadav-
erous visage of the Italian prophet and
the russet oriflamme which on closer
inspection discloses the Rooseveltian
countenance? Nay, nay! It isn't that.
It is the harmony of thought, of energy,
of consecrated purpose, of double
breasted heroism, of profound and all
comprehensive omniscience and omnipo-
tence.

Self-restraint? Why, but for that
DanTE would have regulated the whole
world before our THEODORE, his alter ego,
had learned to talk.

The naked simplicity of truth has seldom
shone brighter than in the opinion of that
witness in a contested will case who averred
that the decedent must have been orvazy
because he left nothing to his relatives,
No alienist, no builder of what a New York
statesman calls “hypnotic” questions, no
subtle psychologist could improve this
detinition.

Mr. W. T. StEAD, who ia said to be “re-
ceiving much attention in Berlin,” wants to
know what the United States is going to do
about the Drago doctrine at the Hague
Conference. The concern of most people
will not be about the action of the United
| States, which will appear in due season, but
| about the ominous interest of the volumi-

nous and versatile STEAD in the doctrine,
! An eruption of opinion from him when he
is fully aroused, be the subject what it may,
is always terrible.

It is a queer conception of “the honor of
the Guard” that has led Adjutant-General
HENRY to accept the resignation from the
organized militia of Louvis WENDEL, late
commander of the First Battery. WEgN-
DEL'S case was under investigation by a
court of inquiry when his voluntary retire-
ment from the service was allowed. The
charges against him included serious alle-
gations regarding the expenditure of public
moneys. Certainly, General HENRY cannot
believe that the first duty of the military
authoritiea is to prevent the records of the
Guard from containing any entries that
might possibly make unpleasant reading in
the future. Thatidea of the requirements
of military disciplme seems unlikely to re-
ceive the approval of the present Com-
mander-in-Chief of the State forces.

In art there Is only good and bad. Ts an artist's
work good art? Isitbadart? Theseare legitimate
questions, and these the artiss must face and answer,
He refuses to answer the question, “Is your art
moral?” —~RICHARD STRAUSS,

The question he refuses to answer in the
tribunal of msthetics sometimes has to be
answered in an ordinary police court.

In concluding an elaborate argument in
support of his colleague, Senator REED
Smoor, Senator SUTHERLAND of Utah said:

“ In all the things which constitute the decencles
, and moralitics of life he [Senator SMoor) stands
| here, as he stands wherever he Is known, beyond
I eriticism and above reproach. Day after day and
month after month for nearly four years he has
met the shafts of ridicule, falsehood and slander
that have been directed against him, and he has
faced them all with serene and patient courage.”

Coincidently with the presentation of the
credentials of the Hon. REED SMmo00T certi-
fying to his election as a Senator for the
State of Utah from March 4, 1903, there
waa submitted a protest against his ad-
mission to the Senate of the United States.
On January 27, 1904, the Senate by resolu-
tion authorized and directed an investiga-
tion of Mr. SmMooT1's right and title to a seat
in that body. Since that time testimony
covering more than 3,000 pages of printed
matter has been submitted to the Senate.
Based mainly upon an assumption that Mr.
Smoor is a polygamist, a vast number of
| petitions have been sent in urging that he
be expelled. Senator Burrows of Michi-
gan is one of the leading opponents of Sena-
| tor Smoor. Yet at the very outset of his
‘ speech, made on December 13, Mr. BuUr-

rows said: “Touching the charge that the
| Senator from Utah is a polygamist, and for
that reason disqualified from holding a seat
in this body, no evidenoce was submitted
to the committee in support of such alle-
gation, and =o far as the investigation dis-
closes the Senator stands acquitted on
that charge.”

The charge against Mr. Smoor is that he
is a member of a sect whose precepts and
practices have, especially in a bygone time,
made it offensive to a large part of the
American people. No charge lies against
the man on account of either his private or
his public conduct. If expelled, he will be
expelled for the sins of others and not for
his own.

“0, Climb With Me,"”

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN-Str; In one of the
magazines are a couple of verses by Mr. Richard
Le Galllenne, and In the eight lines he has accom -
plished wonders, excelling the exploit of Joshua
at Ajalon:

MOONLIOHT,

*0, ellmb with me, this April night,
The silver ladder of the moon!
All dew and danger and delight -

Above the poplars soon,

Into the lllac seented sky,
Sball mount her malden horn,
Frall as a spirit o the eye—
0O, elilmb with me till morn,*
1hardly think Mr. Le Galltenne s on such familiar
terms with nature that he can take such liberties
with her as he has done In these two stanzas. Hlis
general lovitation to olimb has inspired another
bard, who sings the following strain:
TO RICMARD LR OALLIENNE.
Dicky. your “Moonlight” poem Is just sweet,
With the “divine aflatus” all replete,
But let me whisper that nomortal eyes,
However eagerly they scanned the skies
I autumn, winter, spring or summer heat,
Have ever yet beheld the new moon rise!

And It will be a most uncomnipn year
That sees the lllacs bloom In April, dear;
And when they do by some strange accldent
(May I be there to witness the event!)
I'll wager you a slxpence that their scent
Will not ascend above our atmosphere!

But, Dicky dear, even should not #soul
Aocoept your invitation to a stroll
Up the long “sliver ladder”™ of the moon,
Don’'t let the backwardness by others shown
Discourage you from starting up alone—
And, If you've no objection, make It soon!
NEw YORK, January 80,

|
: Not & Humanitarian,

Mrs. Enlcker—This slippery weather Is hard on
the horscs. ’
Knicker—How foolish; the New Orleans track
lsn't affectad.

s
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Rear Admiral Mahan én the Policy of Naval
Reenforcement in the Philippines.

To Tae Eprror or THe SuNn—S8ir: The
editorjal in your issue of thia morning “A
Short Sighted Philippine Polioy” caused
me to read the article upon which it isbased,
“The Philippines the Key to the Open Door,”
by Mr. Benjamin Baker, in the new naval
periodical, ths Navy, for January.

In my judgment Mr. Baker has made a
serious and valuable contribution to Amer-
ican thought upon the subject of the Philip-
pines, and I am the more sorry that there
seems to be in his paper a ground, implicit
rather than explicit, favoring one of the
measures recommended in your editorial,
which says: “At least three battleships
could be spared from the Atlantic fleet and
ordered to Pacific waters.”

From a ocorrect military standpoint the
reasonable reply to this is: Of what avail
would three battleships be against the
strongest navy in eastern  Asian waters,
and how valuable a reenforcement are they
to the Atlantio fleet, with which they are at
this moment united?

Tar Sun, again following Mr. Baker,
who, however, is far more guarded in his
words, says: “Ogy present fleet arrangement
is based upon the idea that we have more
to fear from an attack upon the Atlantio
ocoast than from a raid on the Philippines.”
I do not know how far Tur SUN speaks
from inside information of the Government's
polioy; but it seems to me more reasonable
to assume that the Government, under a
President who has knowledge of military
principles, and advisers such as the General
Board, over which Admiral Dewey presides,
would reason that to send three battleships
to the Philippines woyld be to put ourselves
exactly in the position in which Japan
caught Russia; withanavyintheaggregate
superior, divided into two partsindividually
inferior to the Japanese navy. Should
such a misfortune as war arise with any
Power able to reach Eastern waters sooner
than we, our proposed Philippine fleet would
represent that of Port Arthur, and to the
Atlantic fleet, if sent subsequently, would
be assigned the role of Rojestvensky. I
do not, of course, say that exactly similar
results would follow, but only that the sit-
uation we should needlessly have created
would be the same. Abeit omen/

That we should bave a stronghold im-
pregnable es Port Arthur, as Mr. Baker
says, is ¢ rrect; only, unless adequately
manned, it would, by falling intoanenemy's
hands, enable him to protract resistance
should our fleet now concentrated in our
own waters succeed ultimately in establish-
ing naval control inthe East. The question
is one chiefly of naval #fperiority. For
that object, in the present proportions of
our navy, the three battleships here are
thrice as efficient as they would be in Manila.
Mr. Baker’s conclusion, “The plain remedy
is for us to have enough battleships to allow
a proper force in both the Atlantio and
Pacifie,” I8 unimpeachable; but 1 fear a
counsel of perfeltion until we have a new
generation which shall be less shy of the
word imperialism and its military conse-
quences, as well as a broader outlook to the
future which Mr. Baker well forecasts,

A. T. Manan,
Rear Admiral, Retired.
WoopMERE, N, Y., January 28.

Minstrel Grammar,

To Tar Epiror or THR Sun—Sir: “L. T. P*
writes to you on the urgent, not to say burning,
question whether we would better say “had better”
or had better say “would better,” as follows:

“Strike out the ‘better' entirely and change
‘would’ to ‘had’ and ‘C. 8. P will have had a
simple lesson In grammar for which we make no
charge.”

Shades of Morris Brothers, Pell & Trowbridge!

“Desdemony, hastest thou saldst thy mawnin®
devotions dis ebenin’?™ “No, me lawdi™ *“It wer-
r-rr-e betterrr-rr-r thou shouldest have had
hadst haddest had!”

Strike out “better” and change “would” to “had”!
Then what becomes of the sense? That would be
a “strike out” indeed. And yours truly will have
had qulite the “simplest” lesson he ever had In
grammar, simpler by far than those he recelved
when, young, he eagerly consorted with doctor and
sage In Boston,

And when, doomed for an uncertain time to walk
the Phlladelphia car tracks, never overtaken by a
Rapid Transit car, one recelves such a setback
at the hands of an unescaped fellow towns
ah, bitter 18 the cup! I have never had bitterert

PHRILADELPHIA, January 29, C. 8P,

A Famine Rellef Tax,

To THE EDIToR OF THE SUN—Sir: | have been
reading of the terrible famine In China from this
morning's SUN. The famine in parts of Russia is
also appealing to our common humanity.

Considering the obligation divinely placed upon
all people In cases of such distress, Is It not reason~
able and can it not be made lawful for our great
country to have on hand & fund collected by tax
which may be used to Instantly meet the needs in
such great calamities?

Suppose that a capitation tax of 80 cents
were assessed upon property valustions annually
for such purposes. This would make a fund
annually of $10,000,000, which could be distributeed
by the President of the United States and the high-
est court of our country. No one would doubt Its
proper use to succor at the right time. There
might be need for such fund at any time in our
own country; who knows? A,

SCHENECTADY, January 20.

“Salome."’

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: I wish most
heartily to commend your editorial this morming
on "Salome.”

1 have often wondered what would arouse the
moral indignation of this town, It I8 so acqulescent,
80 easygoing, so tolerant of everything and every-
body. Nobody appears to be hot over this latest
affront to our moral sense.

1s it because for years violation of all manner of
laws has been so winked at by those who have
sworn to enfortw them that we've all failen inio
a“What's the use’” attitude over pretty much every -
thing we feel llke getting bot over?

NEW YORK, January 20. WILLIAM B, ToOw=n,

Biblical Opera in London.

To Tak EpiTorn or THE SUN—Sir: Referring
to “Salome” In to-day's SUN you say that “the
Biblical origin of the story will always prevent its
performance in London.”

While this Is of course quite true of the original
libretto of Strauss's opera, it should be remem-
bered that Massenet's “Hérodlade,” dealing with
very much the same subject, was produced at
Covent Garden two years ago under the title of
“Hesotoade,” certain necessary changes having
been made in the words, but the music remaining
unaltered. .

A precedent for this may be found in Rossini's
“Mosé in Fgitto,” which & couple of generations
ago was given In London as “Zora.”

NEw YORK, January 20, OPERAGORR.

Soclety In Sardinia.

Sardinia correspondence Clarendon Sentinel,

Saturday evening the young folks of Sardinia
met at.the home of Mr. 8. B. McFaddin for & straw
ride, after this enjoyment was over it was quite
early; they could not dare depart for their homes so
soon, s0 they decided upon & stroll, They coupled
off 1 s manner. Miss Lidle McFaddin with
George Kennedy, Miss Magg't Woods with Jeft
McFaddin, Miss Vera Grier with Joel McFaddig,
Miss Lottls Woods with Earl Millssps, and Miss
Emmle Reese with Willlam Milisaps and Hugh
McFaddin, while another, Earl MoFaddin, who
was quite selfish toward the girls, gathered mosses
and ferns for the chaperons, Mr. and Mrs, L. B.
McFaddin, e

A Lucid Definition.
Teacher—Now, Johnny, what Is a canal?
Johnny—A body of water composed of earth,

Gifto’'god Shonts,
Shonts, wha hae wi' Wallace fled,
Shonts, wham Taft pats on the head,
Welcome, Interborough’s head,
W1' more salary!

Wha sald aught of “traltor knave,™

Wha remarked on “cowards,” grave,

Wha said, “Base as 1s & slave,”
When you quit, T. P.?

CHanuEs S. PoTwaN,
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SOME SPECIAL EXHIBITS.

Mr. Durand-Ruel is in a hippy mood
over the news that at the next autumn
salon in Paris there is to be ar apotheosis
of three women painters: Eva Gonzales,
Berthe Morisot and—Mary Cassatt. Decid-
edly a triumph for feminism in art and also
for an American woman. The Gaulois
celebrates the announcement by giving the
names of modern Frenchwomen who handle
their palette as dexterously as their male
colleagues. Miss Cassatt, it is hardly neo-
essary to state, is our most notable woman
painter, masculine in breadth and endowed
with an individual color sense. Berthe
Morisot (1841-1905) was the sister-in-law of
the late Edouard Manet (she married his
brother Eugdne) and acclaimed by George
Moore, who is, however his gifts as a novelist
may be disputed, a strong critic of modern
paint and painters. She learned much from
Manet—her sister Edma was a painter, too,
of talent—did the Morisot, but never was her
own precious personality swamped. She
was the model for his exquisitely painted
“Le Repos.” Eva Gonzales—deceased-—was
also & pupil of Manet, though at first she
studied with Chaplin. She married the en-
graver, Henri Guérard, and is recognized
as & pastellist of singular charm and power,
Place aux dames!

It is Interesting to learn that Hugh Lane,
who has done so much in Dublin for th8
Impregsionistio group in the Gallery for
Modern Art, has been painted by John 8.
Sargent. The portrait was recently pre-
sented to Mr. Lane by the Earl of Mayo,
representing a number of prominent Dublin
people, as a tangible recognition for his
untiring services in the cause of the new
men in art. This seems to strike the right
note. A sympathetiofeeling forone's con-
temporaries—to put it grandly—by no
means’ argues oontempt for the “old mas-
térs.” Even the “old” fellows were onoce
upon a time young and poor and unknown.
Posterity is the deepest rooted superstition
of artistio folk in particular and mankind
in general. Now is the time for the artist;
not to-morrow. Dear old Charles Lamb
took a fling at posterity when he remarked
that he wrote for antiquity and that, as
far as he was concerned, posterity could go
hang. Mr. Lane comes fairly by his hon-
ors. He has, in a word, the courage of his
contemporaries—unique virtue.

Public interest in Monticelli may have
lapsed somewhat, else his pictures would
have fetched as high prices as those by Diaz
and Breton, to both of whom he is, at his
beet, superior; but judging from the nu-
merous inquiries called forth by the brief
mention of his career in TaHE SUN of last Sun-
day, this interest is not altogether extinct.
In response to the question: Where are Mon-
ticellis to be seen in New York? we may
state that Julius Oehme has one at his gal-
leries in Fifth avenue; Durand-Ruel owns
a companion to this picture—one of six
painted for the Empress Eugénie, with whom
Monticelli was intimate. But the original
importer of the Monticellis, H. 0. Wat-
son of 16 West Thirtieth street, boasts no
less than five admirable examples and has
in addition at his home a half dozen more.
Mr. Watson has written a brochure on the
great oolorist. The present specimens at
his galleries consist among others of a land-
soape that is so like Monet in the vibrating
intensity of ite tones that it is easily classified
a8 a forerunner of the Givernay master.
There is another, a singular portrait group—
the heads of Empress Eugénie and Montioelli,
but from the rear! Perhaps Mr.Watson in
view of the aroused interest in Montioelli
may be persuaded to make a special exhibi-
tion of his works. And if Messrs. Lambert
and Johnson could be induced to lend their
beautiful collections, why then the Mon-
ticellists in New York would be made quite
happy. It would be abrilliant affair and a
genuinely educational one for the present
generation, to which Monticelli isa name
and nothing more.

A young Viennese painter; Hermann
Hanatschek, is in New York this winter
painting the portraits of some persons well
known here in the musical world. Safonoff,
the Russian conductor of the Philharmonio
Society, is the newest addition to Mr., Ha.
natachek's easel, which stands in his Sher-
wood building studio. It is both a likeness
and a character study. Indeed, this painter
has the gift of catching the external traits
with unusual skill, while not missing the
evanescent something we call “personality.”
Safonoff stands in a familiar pose, his hand
to chin; his' Slavio features (above all, his
Calmuck eyes, full of veiled fire) are capi-
tally suggested. The color scheme is low
in tone. The pianist Paolo Gallico is an-
other of Hanatschek's successes. Seated
sidewise at his keyboard, the musician has
dropped one hand on tha ivories. The
fingers and wrist are relaxed—a fact that
many painters of such an attitude usually
fail to grasp, rendering the hand tense,
with the muscular rigidity of an exasper-
ated chicken claw. The nonchalant, de.
composed figure is exoellent. Portraits of
former Bridge Commissioner Lindenthal
and of Dr. Lorenz, the famous Viennese
surgeon, attest to this artist’s feeling for the
essentials in masculine portraiture. That
he can be equally sympathetioc and deli-
cately expressive in his depiction of women
may be seen in his graceful portrait of a
local pianiste, a rich decorative study sug-
gesting slightly Lenbach, withal a likeness;
also in the full length picture of a pretty
Frenchwoman, an arrangement in blacks
and browns, the figure sitting well into the
canvas, fluidly painted, a large hat shading
her mobile features. The notes of white are
her gloves. There is something eighteenth
century, yet modérn, here. Mr. Hanat.'
schek's palette is rather restricted;: he
was a Munich man. Perhaps his residence
in environment where higher scales of color
values come naturally to an artist will
brighten his canvases. He has a particu-
lar talent for the human face and its multi-
farious phases of character.

Walter Launt Palmer is showing thirty-
four of his water colors at the Noé galleries,
in Fifth avenue. It is difficult to single out
any one of them; they are all good, all inter-
esting. To vary his accustomed presenta-
tions of enow effects there are water scenes,
a beach, some Venice, too. But it is his
snow and its various notations which first
catch the eye. To do one thing well is a de-
light, and these snow pictures are in the key
superiative. After frosting your imagina-
tion with the many colored snows—for snow
is not always white—step into Mr. Noé's rear
gallery and feast your eye on a Théophile
de Book; a rarely pginted canvas, one that
recalls in its tree and earth struoture Har-
pignies, but with a suavity and a decorative
feeling we seldlom meet in that artist.
Poetic, mellow, satisfying—also a high
priced picture, and justly so. There is an
ethereal Corot, a charming Dupré, a fine
Bastert, and a marine of Clay's well worth
viewing. But the De Bock tops them all in
freshness of vision.

At the gallery of Louis Katz, 308 Columbus
avenue, there may be seen some oil and
water colors by Daniel Kotz. This painter
is an inveterate delineator of outdoor life.
He feels earth, sky, clouds, light, atmos-
phere often more keenly than he expresses
them. A careful, a reverent student, he
represents snow with sympathy—his *Bliz-

gard”(9), is a shorthand record, thou.'hnan‘
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the less effective picture, of the desolation
of snow, the solitary wilderness of snow, A
“Twilight” (12) is very pretty, asis the “Og-
tober” (4), a genuine autumnal episoda,
These are in water color. The oily gre
rather thin and notso fluent. “Indiun Sym.
mer”® (3) is a study in an attenuate] light
and No. 1, “A Bit of Little Italy” ||‘ark’
Ridge, N. J.) has a touch of tenderncag,

The Grolier Club always offers good
things artistic to its friends. Just now ang
until February 14 there is a very attractiye
exhibition of Engraved Portraits of Actopg
by master engravers and mezzotnteps,
The catalogue, copiously annotatcd, anq
with an admirable prefatory note Ly My
Royal Cortissos, presenta rich variety,
There is the portrait of Miss Farrer, aftep
Sir T.Lawrence, astipple engraving in colorg
by Bartoloazi. It is & warm luminous plat,
and may be said to hold the place of h“ﬂOl‘_
though we see brilliant impressions of wych
portraits as Kemble as Hamlet, Mrs_ Sig.
dons as The Tragic Muse, and Kitty ('live
playing an Eloise td some enamored swain's
Abelard. The pair embrace in the Llvsian
Fields, free from all fear of Canon Fulbert
and his annoying attentions; more |ike the
Champs Elysées, we would add, and of
Paris, to judge from the precipitate ardor
of the couple. A humorous plate is that of
Matthew Skeggs as Signor Bumbasio, per-
forming with a violonecello bow on  mock
instrument, a dust broom. It is very com-
ical, and is mezzotinted by Houston, Mrg,
Cibber, Macklin as Shylock, various Gare
ricks, Mme, Vestris, Peg Woflingion—a
lovely McArdell mezzotint —“The Reggar's
Opera,” the joyous scene in Act 111 ufrer
Hogarth, engraved by W. Blake, and Master
Burke—to name a few-—are here. Wall
hung, assorted and lighted, these lates
bring back to us a whiff of another century
when our forebears took their drama as
a matter of oourse without being deeply
l‘nl”d over a Hamlet in a fullbottomed
wig and wearing lace ruffles, a sword at his
side and carrying a snuffbox. Lucky times,
when the word “psychology” was vet in the
future!—we mean in its application to the
fine arts (with a capital F).

If you have eyes prepare to have them
dazzled and delighted by the magnificent
exhibition of rare porcelains at the Duveen
Galleries, 802 Fifth avenue. There is in
progress here, at the present time and
continuing until the middle of next month,
a display that excites to frenzy the art
lover and that makes the average million-
aire in the street pensive—perhaps from
envy. In several rooms you may wander
at ease and view such masterpieces of
ceramic art as Mr. Marsden J. Perry's blua
Hawthorn ginger jar; Mr.P. A. B.Widener's
amphora shaped peachblow; Mr. J. Pier-
pont Morgan's red Hawthorn vase; the
Perry white and black panelled hpttle; Mr.
Morgan’s “Garniture”—an enchantment in
tints and forms: Mr. Bradley’'s peach-
blow—but why dilate upon this madden-
ing list? Suffice to add that jts like has
never been seen here before and may never
be shown again, The elaborate catalogue
with historical notes is sold for the benefi
of various charities, We have expressiy
avoided giving the accredited prices of
the above gems for the reason—apart
from the vulgarity of the proceeding—we
hold that art is art without the dollar mark,
As well tag the precious jewels worn by
our grandes dames in the parterres at the
opera houses of this city.

Sulcide Statistics.
From the Soctal Gazette,

Sulcides In the United Kingdom have increased
by 200 per cent. In Afty years, and by 150 per cent.
in twenty-five years. In 1004, the last year for
which ofMclal figures are avallable, 2,523 men and
K22 women took their own lives In England and
Wales alone, while the total in the metropolitan
police district was 080, At least an squal number
of persons were prevented from accomplishing
their intention., How rapld has been the Increase
during recent years may be seen from the fact that
sulcides In England and Wales have Increased from
478 women and 1,520 men In 1885 to 822 women and
2528 men In 1904, There have been more than
50,000 sulcides In England and Wales intwenty
years.

Bad as Is the case of England, In other countries
the evil Is even worse. According to statistics
recently published by the Swiss Government, there
have committed sulcide during the last thirty-nve
years 16,640 persons in Switzerland, 323 400 per-
sons In Germany and 274,000 persons In France

German ofMclal figures put the number of sulcldes
in Europe yearly at 70,000, Cases In the German
Empire itself have risen from 10510 in 1405 tn
12,750 In 1005. In America the number Is about
8,000 annually, and Is Increasing.

Use for Dogwood.
From the Franklin Press.

There Is considerable demand in this and sur-
rounding countles for dogwood at this time. The
Torrence Company of Athens, Ga., has a mill here,
which has been running most of the time now for
more than a year. Mr. V., Fontaine of New Jersey
has been here for a month or more looking Into
the dogwood and persimman af this part of thae
State. He intends putiing up & number of saw-
mills at different points where these woods are to be
had. Mr. Fontaine Informs us that he will move
his miil into any locality where he can securs as
much as one hundred cords of either dogwood or
persimmeon. The mills here cut the wood up Into
blocks about 18 inches In length and 3 by 3. Thesa
are exported to France or England, where they are
manufactured into shuttles for the cotton mils
and silk mills of the world. A great many of the
shuttles used in this country are brought from
abroad, after having been made from American
wood taken from hereinthe blocks. Thiscountry
has only one firm that can make the shutties fo
compete with the foreign product, and ip this case
nearly all the skilled workmen are from France,

Rallway Supply Opportunities.

The Rumanian Government rallways (adminis
tration at Belgrade) will shortly call for tenders for
rallway rolling stock cstimated at $10,550,000, savs
Dally Consular and Trade Reports. Tha require
ment Includes 90 passenger coaches, 40 luggage vans
20 post ofMce cars, 2,000 open and 1,000 closed goods
trucks, 150 wagons on four axles, having a capactty
of 25 tons cach; 30 ordinary type locomotives anh
80 of alarger size: a large quantity of machinery for
the engineering sheds, the latter estimated at
$584,000, Further, a large quantity of rajls and
girders for permanent way and bridge construction
will be wanted. Construction Is planned of a 1a'!
way from Bucharest to Cracoja, via Caracal, 126
miles, at an estimated cost of $8.R857 000

Plans completed by the French Colonial OMee
at Parls, says the London Times, call for the con
struction of rallways and port works In Freno!
East Africa, at a cost of $20,000,000, The necessary
amounts have been voted, and tenders will soon
be asked.

Plans of the Colonial Government Office at The
Hague call for constructional rallway work in the
Dutch East Indles, to cost $4,020,000.

These are big, fat American trade opportunities.

Forelgn Money Orders.

In the past ten years there has been an enormous
Increase in the number and aggregate amour' of
the money orders Issued by American post o res
for payment abroad.

Here are the figures—they tell thelr own stor
Fiscal year. Orders (ssued. \

1807 944,185
1800, ... . 968,501
1,102,007
1,247,888
Lanan
3.914, 140
2,208,344
2,508, 354
8,080,508

16,104, 481

{1) IS

1902

1008, . ..onvvoivee

1904

1008, . ..cvnnnesnnssssen
1906, ... . o0

Totals.... it
Comparison;
8,086,508
985,709

Increase In temy years. :.lﬁ.nm
Prosperous America is helping many cour

Crime and Punishment.
Morglana had just poured hot oll on
thieves.
“Another corporation geis the Squar
she explained.
Having Exalted Authority for laevitable gullh

1y

she felt no qualms.

ol
pa 2L

(0 e B L 1




